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1. The governnent of Guatemala anticipated a military coup d'etat to take place 

or. 17 December following an ultimatum delivered to Col. Francisco frana, Chief 
: of the Armed Forces, on 14 December by a group of young officers. The ultimatum, 

sent by Col. Franciaco Oliva, Col. Roberto Garcia Arevalo, Major Saturnino 
Barrera, Lt. Col. Jorge Barrios Solares, and Major Santiago Manoz, was worded 
aa follows: "Throw out the government or we shall do it ourselves," Arana was 
given until midnight 16 December to make his decision. If he decided to step 

' ‘aside, the others were expected to act before Christmas Day. If he decided 
to head the coup himself, prompt action would be demanded. 


2, 48 @ government precaution, many laborers were concentrated at the police 
station, and the presidential palace was closed all day. President Arevalo 
brou:ht in two hundred trusted troops from other departments to raplace the 
present palace guard. Members of the Partido Accion hevolucionaria and the 

- Partido Henovacion Nacional patrolled the streets of Guatemala City during 
the period i:17 December in private cars, anticipating trouble. 


3. The first regiment of infantry, composed of four hundred men under Lt. Col. 
Ramiro Franco Palz, remained loyal to Arevalo, Ths regiment had excellent 
arms, plus three tanks, as did the Guardia de Honor. The latter organization, 
however, which supported Arana, was superior in nunber. 


4. The air base under command of Mejor Cosenza was expected to support Major Arbenz, 
Minister of War, and President Arevalo. If the plans of the conspirators 


# 


Document No. ih oe 


NO CHANGE in Glassy *. 
Ss ‘DECLASSITFER™. 


4073 fom pee 
to a) 


pei 


sloxt Review! . : = 
: ann ba aa 

ae fo CLASSIFICATION ORE? 7 

(siateCPAy|x|[waw  # |x| nsre | DISTRIBUTION 


x 
jaan eixlae’ 0 alee ee 


Approved For Release 1999/09/08 : CIA-RDP82-00457R002200090001 -1 


